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CHAPTER I 
INTOODUCTION 
"To insure that within the next 20-30 
years, the education basic to the practice 
of nursing on a professional level, for 
those who then enter the profession, shall 
be secured in a program that provides the 
intellectual, technical and cultural com-
ponents of both a professional and liberal 
education. Toward this end, the ANA shall 
promote the baccalaureate program so that in 
due course it becomes the basic educational 
foundation for professional nursing."l 
Today, many of the leaders in nursing feel that the 
baccalaureate program is necessary for an individual to become a 
professional nurse. 
Statistics indicate that the greatest number of nurses 
graduated today are products of a diploma program. Why are the 
majority or high school graduates interested in nursing entering 
diploma schools when the current feeling is that a baccalaureate 
program is the basic educational foundation for professional nursing? 
It would seem that a study should be conducted to ascertain some of 
the reasons that influence the majority of high school graduates 
interested in nursing in selecting diploma programs of nursing. 
This study will be directed toward determining some of the 
1. "Nursing Education for w"hom, Where and When", American Journal of 
Nursing, vol. 62 #4 , April 1962, p. 50. 
1 
--
factors that influence the majority of high school graduates who are 
interested in nursing in selecting diploma programs. It is hoped 
that the findings of this survey can be utilized in guiding many of 
these intellectually able young people into a basic collegiate pro-
gram in nursing. 
Statement of the Problem 
This study is concerned with determining the factors that 
influenced individuals interested in nursing, in selecting a diploma 
school of nursingo It is based on the assumption that in the opinion 
of the general public, the diploma programs offer more experience in 
developing the technical skills necessary in giving nursing care . 
Justification 
In view of today's felt need in the health field for nurses 
who have a broader professional and liberal education, it would seem 
that it should be the responsibility of the nursing profession to 
recruit potential candidates for nursing into a baccalaureate 
program. 
The writer feels that unless the individual's reasons for 
entering diploma schools are revealed it will be impossible to 
develop an effective recruitment plan for the basic collegiate pro-
grams. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to identify some of 
the factors that attract future nurses to a diploma program. It is 
hoped that these findings can be utilized in the revision of recruit-
ment programs so as to interest more high school graduates with 
2 
I 
I 
I 
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academic potential in collegiate nursing. 
Sample 
The sample consists of individuals who are currently enrolled 
in three diploma programs. These diploma programs are in hospitals 
which are located in a large metropolitan area on the eastern sea-
board. 
Diplollia students were chosen as samples because the writer 
feels that their experiences in choosing a school of nursing will 
give some indication of the factors that influenced the selection of 
a diploma program for nursing practice preparation. 
Tbol 
......... 
A written questionnaire was utilized as the tool for collect-
ing data. 
This questionnaire consists of four areas: 
le A description of the sample 
2o Sources of information utilized in making 
the decision to attend a diploma school of 
nursing 
). Future plans 
4. A rating of the factors that influenced the 
individual in selecting a diploma school of 
nursing 
Scope and Limitations 
This study is limited by the fact that the sample is small 
and not representative of the total diploma nurse population as the 
J I 
I 
/ 4 
I 
individuals questioned are in a metropolitan area of a large city 
which is known for its medical centers . Therefore the reasons for 
' 
entering a diploma school which are given by these students may be 
different from the reasons that might be given by a representative 
sample of the total student nurse population. 
' 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
A study by Sister M. Gratian indicates that girls select 
nursing as a career becau e of the following influences which are 
given in order of importance: book and articles; mother or a rela-
tive Who is a nurse; registered nurse acquaintances; and being 
hospitalized.1 
The writer•s specific interest is why the majority of indi-
viduals select a diploma program in nursing. A survey of th litera-
ture revealed many factors that influenc the potential nursing 
student. 
Cultural and financial status influence the selection of a 
program of nursing education as evidenced in studies by Brooks and 
Mulligan. Brooks2 reveals that there is some relationship between 
the program chosen, student background and student attitude. She 
states that students entering nursing are drawn from a socially sub-
missive population. The diploma students come from the lower-middle 
class and lower income groups while the baccalaureate students come 
from the upperamiddle and lower-upper class. 
Sister M. Gratiana, WhY Girls Choose Nursing (unpublished study, 
St. John's School of Nursing, 1958). 
2. Beatrice R o Brooks, "A Comparison of Student Profiles," Nursing 
Worlde ClliiV (May, 1960), 22-)4. 
5 
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Mulligan3 also revealed in his study that students from upper 
socio-economic groups are over represented and lower socio-economic 
groups are under represented in institutions of higher learning. The 
chances of individuals of superior intelligence attending college 
increase as the father's occupational status increases. As a result 
of his study l1ulllgan gave the following hypothesis: 
"··~ that, in general, the absence of talented 
stud nts from the whit collar and skilled groups 
in institutions of higher learning is due, on th 
whole. to economic factors rather than cultural 
factors, but that, in general, the absence of 
talented students from farming, semi ... skilled and 
unskilled groups in institutions of higher learn-
ing is due, on the whole, to cultural factors 
rather than to purely economic factors."4 
Is academic ability a determining factor in selecting a 
diploma program? It would appear that it might have some influence 
as indicated b,y Brooks5 in her study. She reports that students in 
diploma programs scored lower on the Wonderlic Intelligence test than 
students in basic collegiate and associate arts programs in nursing. 
Holliday6 conducted a study to detennine the ideal character-
is tics of a professional nurse., The most important quality to all 
J. Rayntond Mulligan, "Socio-Economic Background and College Enroll-
ment," American Sociological Review9 XVI#2 (April, 1951), 188-196. 
4. Ibid (Refers to Mulligan's Article, p. 196). 
5. Brooks, loc. ~. (refers to p. JO of Brooks' article). 
6e Jane Holliday, "The Ideal Characteristics of a Professional 
Nurse,• Nursing Research, X #4 (Fall, 1961) 205-210. 
6 
groups questioned was that the nurse be well trained. The participant 
in the study were graduate students from Teachers College, Columbia 
University and patients at the United Hospital, Port Chester, New 
Yorke This would tend to substantiate the assumption that the public 
perceives a nurse as a person with well developed technical skills. 
The following quote from Dorothy Johnson• s article "Patterns 
in Professional Nursing Education" would support this concept. 
"-e· the notion continues oa• the classroom is 
not as good a situation for learning as the 
laboratorye We are great believers in the old 
adage that 'one learns by doing,' but somehow 
we seem to forget that thinking is also doing, 
and that unless there is prior acquisition of 
knowledge the 'doing' may be neither appropriate 
nor significant."? 
This quote would also substantiate the general reason given by people 
in the medical field for recommending a diploma program. 
Hilliard8 reported in her study that financial status and 
intellec·tual abUity are not determining factors in the selection of 
a diploma · school rather th a collegiate school but the environment 
giving orientation to college and placing high value on education did 
influence the individual in the selection of collegiate school. 
The high school counselors may have limited information con-
cerning programs in nursing education. There are two areas in which 
7 & Dorothy Eo Johnson, "Patterns in Professional Nursing Education," 
Nursing Outlook, IX flO (October, 1961) e 6o&..6llo 
8~ Mildred A. Hilliardg "Why Do Prospective Nursing Students Choose 
the Diploma Program Over the Collegiate Programo" (unpublished 
Master's dissertation, School of Nursing, Sto Louis University, 
1958) 0 
7 
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high school guidance counselors need more information about nursing 
as illustrated in the following quote by Boyle: 9 
"Many high school and college guidance counselors 
know little about collegiate nursing programs ••• 
Differences among various types of basic nursing 
programs have not always been made clear and 
students and counselors have conceived these to 
be four avenues leading to a common end, the 
onlY difference being in their length." 
Tber has been one study done which gives an indication of 
student feelings concerning a diploma chool of nursing. This study 
was done by Fox t Diamond~ and J acobwsky. 10 The study revealed that a 
substantial number of diploma students would select a degree program 
if given another chance. The diploma seniors mentioned financial 
security more often as the reason for further education while the 
bachelor students mentioned the clinical field more. 
A review of the literature supported the belief that many 
factors may influence individuals in their choice of a diploma 
nursing program rather than a collegiate nursing progr8lll. This study 
was undertaken to determine the major factors which influenced the 
participants 1n their selection of a diploma nursing program. 
9. Rena E. Boylev "Critical Issues in Collegiate Education in 
Nursing," Nursing Outlook, X #J (March, 1962), 165-167. 
lOo Davids .. Fox, Lorraine Ke Diamond, and Nadia Jacobowskyo Career 
Decisions and Professional Exoectations of Nursing StudentS1 (New York: Columbia University Teachers College Institute of 
Research and Service in Nursing, 1961). 
8 
CrlAPTER III 
Ii ~THOOOLOOY 
Selection and ~scription of Sample 
This survey to determine factors that influenced individuals 
interested in nursing in selecting a diploma school of nursing was 
conducted in three diploma schooJ.s of nursing. These schools are 
located along the eastern seabo~. d in a large metropolitan area whi ch 
is known for its medical centera.. 
The participants in the tudy are freshman and senior studenu 
currently enrolled in diploma programs. It is hoped that this study 
will reveal some of the fac:tors t at influence individuals in choosin( 
a diploma school. Therefore, diploma students were selected as the 
sample in hopes of gaining a description of the informational sources 
available, which are utilized by high scho~k graduates in selecting a 
program for preparation in nursing. It is also hoped that some in.for 
mation will be gained concerning reco~endations given by these 
sources and the substantiation given fer these recommendations. 
The three schools were picked a , random with some considera-
tion given to location, size and type of hospital in which the school 
is located. The hospitals in which ~hese schools are located vary 
from a large hospital in the city to one in an out-lying community. 
The tuition in these schools v~'ies from 400 dollars to 1, 000 dollars 
The students in two ho. ;>itals are freshman students. The 
9 
l 
writ r had originally chosen freshmen feeling that their experiences 
in choosing a school of nursing are still very clear in their memory. 
It was also hoped that their answers would not be colored by the 
Views of the nursing profession concerning nursing education. Due to 
circumstances beyond the author's control it was necessary to use the 
senior students in the third school. The responses from the senior 
students indicated that the information the writer was seeking was 
still very clear in their m~ories so no differentiation will be made 
in reporting the findings. 
The sarople consists of 17.5 diploma students. Each school had 
classes of about equal size. 
T92l Used to Collect Data 
A review of the literature failed to uncover any forms or 
questionnaires that could be used to obtain the information desired. 
The writer .ahose to develop a questionnaire because of the 
advantages of this tool. The advantages as. given by Selltiz, ~ !;!1 
are: It covers a wider area thus information can be obtained from 
more people; it is more impersonal thus ensuring some uniformity from 
one measurement situation to another; it provides standardized wordi~ It 
order of questions and instructions for recording responses; it 
lo Claire Selltiz et. al •• Research r·iethods in Social Relations 
{United States of .Ainerica: Holt, Rinehart and Minstrom Inc •• 
1962), p.2)8-24o. 
10 
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provides the respondents with greater confidence in their anonymity; 
it requires less skill to administer; and it is less expensive. 
Therefore, a questionnaire2was devised to obtain the followin€ 
information: family background, sources of information utilized in 
choosing a nursing school~ and future plans. Information concerning 
family background was collected to gain a description of the sample 
w1 th special emphasis on the financial background in hopes of demon-
strating the effect of the family's financial status on the course of 
study followed. Tae sources of information were included because the 
writer feels that to develop an effective recruitment plan you must 
know the sources which are most frequently utilized in the diseminatic n 
of information concerning nursing programs. Persons included in this 
questionnaire as sources were the high school guidance counselor, the 
family doctor and registered nurses. The writer included future plan: 
because it was hoped that some information could be collected to 
determine whether or not these diploma students felt a more liberal 
education was necessary for comprehensive nursing care. A rating of 
the factors that influenced the individuals in their choice of a 
diploma school was also included to determine what factors influenced 
potential nurses in their selection of a diploma school. This 
questionnaire consisted of questions in which the correct answer was 
circledo Many of the questions requested reasons for the answer. A 
list of factors which influenced the choice of a diploma program was 
to be rated from one to seven by the students. Number one was the 
2. See appendix page 33 
11 
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factor most influential in determin~ng th ir choice of a diploma 
program.. Numbers increased in order of decreasing importance on the 
rating scale. If some of the factors listed were not considered by 
the student they were not rated. 
Procurement of Data 
A lettez3 tras sent by the writer to the director of each 
school of nursing requesting a conference. An appointment was then 
arranged with each directors In the conference with the director of 
th school, the purpose of the study. reasons for choosing the 
sampl o and the tool that would be used in the collection of the 
data wer explained. At this time an appointment was made to meet 
the students as a group to administer the questionnaire. 
At the meeting with the students, the writer explained the 
purpose of the study and expressed appreciation to the students for 
their assistance in the study. Directions were given for filling 
out the questionnaire and the rating scale. Questions concerning 
the questionnaire were answered an1 the participants then completed 
the questionnaire. 
The explanation and completion of the questionnaire required 
twenty to thirty minutes depending upon the number of questions 
raised by the participants. 
.3. See appendix page J8 
12 
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I 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS 
The statements which were to be rated in the rating seale by 
the student as influencing her in her choice of a diploma program 
were comprised from several areas. These areas included public 
opinion. personal feelings, facts and sources of information. These 
are all reasons that are commonly given by individuals as factors 
influencing their choice of a diploma school of nursing. 
_j I 13 
TABLE l 
PER· CEm' OF STUDENTS WHO RATED EACH FACTOR AS 1'0 IMPORTANCE IN 
INFLUENCING THEIR CHOICE OF A NURSING PROGRAM 
Per Cent of Students Rating the Fsetor 
Faeton First Seecmd Third Fourth I Fi:fth Sixth Seventh 
The diplom9. schoo~ offers mre 
experience i n developing the 
technical skills neces sary in 
I giving nursing eareo 74 15 5 2 I 0. 0.6 . . 
~e diploma school is less I 
expensive. 17 28 18 I 10 2 2 2 
You felt college vould be too I 
dittieult for you . 6 7 3 1 4 3 4 
Most people with whom you. di s-
cussed nurs ing suggested e. 
diploma school. 6 19 19 8 3 3 .. 
I It would take you less t ime to 
I become a registered nurse. 5 12 14 12 6 0.6 2 
This school i s nearer your home. l 3 5 6 6 6 3 
r 
'l'he literature you read suggesteil 
6 4 a diploma school . l 11 5 3 2 
~ ' -
I 
-
/ 
Seventy-four per cent of the students answering the question-
naire based their decision to attend a diploma program on the general 
public's assumption that the diploma program offers more experience 
in developing the technical skills necessary in giving nursing care. 
The public generally accepts th concept that the nurse who is 
skilled in the technical ministrations of nursing is a good nurse. 
This is eVidenced by the fact that seventy-four per cent rates the 
state~ent. •The diploma school offers more experience in developing 
the technical skills necessary in giving nursing care", as the first 
reason for choosing a diploma school. The influence of public 
opinion becomes n~re significant as demonstrated by the fact that 
fifteen per cent of these students rated it the second factor and 
five per cent rated it as the third factor in making their decision 
to attend a diploma school of nursing. 
The fact that the diploma school is less expensive was 
placed next in importance as influencing the selection of a diploma 
school of nursing. It was the reason given by twenty-eight per cent 
of the students as the second factor that influenced their choice. 
seventeen per cent rated this factor as first and eighteen per cent 
rated it as the third factor that influenced their decision. The 
relationship between the financial status and the size of the family 
is illustrated in figure 1. 
15 
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The statement, "Most people with whom you discussed nursing 
suggested a diploma school o", was rated first by six per cent, second 
by nineteen per cent and third by nineteen per cent of the participant 
as the reason they decided to attend a diploma school of nursing. 
As indicated in table lt a significant number of students 
also felt they wanted a diploma school because it would take less 
time to become a registered nurse. Table 1 also indicates the 
influence of literature as well as t he influence of student f eling 
in relation to their academic ability, in the selection of a nursing 
program. 
Who were the individuals consulted by potential nursing 
students?, What recommendations did these individuals make to these 
potential nursing students? 
TABLE 2 
SOURCES USED AND RECOMMENDA TIOUS GIVEN 
FOR SELECTING A NURSING PROGRAM 
Recommendation for each Pro~ram 
Source BoSo A.A. 
Diploma Degree Either Degree 
Registered Nurse 72 13 2 1 
Registered Nurse 44 15 2 
-(relative) 
Guidance Counselor 54 52 8 
-(high school) ' 
Doctor 49 1 2 
-(family) 
Total 219 8? 14 1 
No. of Tirnes 
Source was 
Utilized 
88 
I 61 
114 
58 
: 
17 
I 
The high school guidance counselor was utilized by 114 
stu.dents to gain information concerning nursing programs and to 
receive guidance in selecting a nursing program. The high school 
guidance counselors were almost equally divided in recommending 
nursing programs. Fifty.four recommended a diploma program and fifty 
two recommended a baccalaureate degree program in nursing. 
Eighty-eight of the participants utilized registered nurses 
outside of the tamUy and sixty-one of the participants talked with 
nurse relatives to gain information concerning nursing programs and 
the value of each program. A diploma school of nursing was 
recommended by 116 registered nurses, while twenty- eight nurses 
recommended a collegiate school, Four nurses recommended either a 
baccalaureate or diploma program and one nurse recommended an assoc ... 
iate degree program. 
TABLE 3 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF REGISTERED NURSES CONSULTED 
Educational background Number of Nurses 
Diploma of Nursing .. .. .. .. .. e .. .. • .. .. .. .. " 105 
Bachelor of Science Degree .. .. .. • .. • .. • .. • 35 
Master of Science Degree • • • • .. .. .. • • • o 9 
18 
----
19 
Of the nurses who were consulted by the participants in this 
study for information about nursing programs, 10.5 nurses bad a 
diploma of nursing, thirty had a Bachelor or Science degree and nine 
had a Mast&r of Science degree .. 
Fiftf-eight family physicians were consulted regarding 
selection of a nursing program, forty-nine recommended a diploma 
school and seven recoliUilended a collegiate school of nursing. 
I 
-
20 
TABLE 4 
REASONS GIVEN BY VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS FOR RECOMMENDING 
A DIPlOMA SCH L OF URSING 
No. of 
No . of No. of High Sch. ~Oe of 
~Registered Nurse Guidance 'Fatnily 
R~.asons tlqses Relat1v~ Counselors •Doctors Total 
The diploma nu1·se ha.., 
more practical exper-
ienoe thus developing 
better technical skills. 64 37 33 49 18:3 
The diploma school is 
1 ss expensi vel> 6 5 8 •• 19 
'lhe student does not 
hav the academic abil· 
i ty for colleg - :or " e>e 1 12 • & 1:3 
It takes 1 s tinl to I I 
become a registered 
nurs ~ 1 3 •• 2 6 
Th diploma program give~ 
a clearer understanding 
of nursing .. 5 1 1 0. 7 
IndiVidual consulted was 
on the board of director~ · 
at the hospital in whioh 
the sch~l is located. 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 
Th individual knew of 
no other pl gram in 
nursing education. 0 0 0. 1 • • 1 
The student wanted this 
program. ... • 0 2 • • 2 
I 
Prospective student ~as 
' 
not interested in 
teaching or administra ... ' 
tion(l 2 1 
• • •• 3 
Of the 236 reasons given by individuals consulted for recom-
mending a diploma school or nursing, 183 times the reason given to 
substantiate the diploma program was the diploma student has more 
practical experience and therefore develops better technical skills. 
Nineteen times the fact that the diploma school is less expensive was 
given as the reason for recommending a diploma program. The guidance 
counselors adVised diploma programs because they did not feel the 
student had the academic ability to succeed in college l-IOrk. There 
were five other reasons given as listed in table 4 but they did not 
occur frequently enough to be of any significancee 
21 
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T~ 5 
REASONS GIVEN B! VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS FOR RECOMMENDING .A. BASIC COLLmiATE 
SCHOOL OF NURSnlG 
' 
No. of ' 
No. ot No9 of High SChool No. of 
Re.gtstel'ed Nurse Guidance Fami~ RessOll$ N\lrsee Bel.ati ve:s Cotmselore Doctors Total 
The value of a ll tem1 eduea- I 
tlon in px>ofesai~1 and 
community life~ 
~ 9 l2 23 5 49 
The student bas the academic 
' e.bili ty to succeed in e 
' 
I 
college,. ; 15 15 .. . . l • a : 
The opportunity for a better 
po1;1t1on on graduation fl'Olll : 
a college program.. { es-p. in l 
' l tooching &:nd administration) 
I 6 1 12 3 22 
It takes less t ime. to get s. 
~ ba.ccale.l.li'eate degree .a f 5 1 !t. i . . 10 
i 
: ! Soon a b&cealaureate degree ! : 
vill be required in nursing. : 1 1 2 \ 4 ' ' .. 
IS 
..... 
Of the eighty-seven time the baccalaureate program was 
recommended, the value of a liberal education was mentioned forty-
nine times as the reason tor reco nding a basic collegiate programo 
It should be mted. that high school guidanc counselors gave the 
value of a liberal education on twenty .. three occasions as the reason 
for recommeoi\ng a baccalaureate degree program Which l~uld indicate 
the value the counselors place on a liberal education. Twenty .. tw 
timese the reason given for suggesting a collegiate program was that 
this program provided one with the ability to obtain a b tte posit1o 
ami the abUi ty to advance Jl10re rapidly in the nursing field. 
Fifteen stt1dents were advised by the high school guidance counselor 
to follow the collegi te program of study as they had the ability to 
succeed in a collegiate program. It was also felt this program 
would offer the student more challenge. Why did students with 
aeadeJliC abUity for collegiate work select diploma schools of 
nursing? 
2) 
I 
-----
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FACTORS TBT ~ Flll"l."BD S~TS WITH COLI.EGE PO'DmT.IAL m SE18CT A DIPLOMA SCJIOOL 
Reasons rtret !SeCond I'Dlfrd I .Ffrstl &eeoridl '.lhim I Firs-t I secondl ifh1rdli -Fl 
«the diploma school ott~rfl 
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t two of tb t .r.............. et.udents s leoted a diplo 
ted f1 1al $ tu ecom and two rated 
colle ate ro use of eir 
cad c abU1ty, It bould · noted that t nancial status intlu~nc 
tb eotton ot a nuralng pro m for students whose tamil~ incomes 
that the 
enence 1n dev loping 
a re.at d ot Wlu nceo Ot tbe fit n 
w n of the participants gave this as the t11' t r son for 
TABLE 7 
'1tLY SIZE AND I lCOME OF THE S1'ttDENTS 
Wl'm COL1J!XlE PO ITIAL 
Cld.ldren 
10, 000 over 
0 3 2 00 6 0 
6.1> 1 l . ., 
tbr I) 1 co l 
tour 1 2 l 00 
five 6 0 1 l 06 
A comparison of table 6 and 7 indicates that family size and 
income probably influence the selection of the program of study in 
nursing. 
TABLE 8 
LITERATURE USED BY ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SIX DIPLOMA STUDENTS 
IN SELECTING A PROGRAM OF NURSING 
Literature 
Catalogues from schools of nursing 
State accreditation listings and National 
League of Nursing publications .. • • • • • 
Booklet on choosing a school of nur~Jing 
which was available in guidance counselor's 
office e 0 .. • • • • • .. • • .. • • • 0 .. 
Frequency 
o•tto•••• 126 
e e • e • • • • 24 
o o e e • • • • 
Popular magazines • • • .. • • • . ~ . • • • e o • • o . . 
7 
5 
Pamphlet from the post office e & $ e 6 e • • • e • • • & 1 
-
Total 163 
The participants in the study reported most often that they 
used school catalogues as a source of information in making their 
decision concerning the selection between a diploma and a collegiate 
school of nursing. State listings and National League for Nursing 
publications were utilized twenty-four times by individuals in 
selecting a school of nursing. 
' The diploma students were asked if they planned to continue 
their education after graduation from the diploma school. Fifty-two 
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percent of the students responded positively to this question and gave 
several reasons for their decision. 
TABLE 9 
THE REASONS NINE'l'Y-'1\ STUDENTS PLAN TO CONTINUE 
THEIR EDUCATION 
Reason No. of Students Giving Reason 
T'ne value of a li ra.l education in 
professional and community lie ••••••••o••o••••••••••• 6? 
To gain a better position 0. 0 0 •• •••• e 0 . 0 . 0 ,;. 0 .. 0. 0. 0 0 •• 0 18 
Want to work in teaching or administration • .., ,. o eo.... 1.5 
Want to specialize in specific areas of 
clinical nursingeoo o ooooo~0 0 0 0 0$00~·· · · · ········ ···· ·~· 5 
Eventually a baccalaureate degree will b 
required in nursing ...................... ..... ............. 2 
Wants to b an airline host ss •••••••••••••• • • •• •••• • • 1 
Sixty-seven students f el th t to give compreh nsive care to 
patients they will need a lll()re liberal education than they have 
received in a diploma school. 
They feel it is necessary to have a broad educational back-
ground in the liberal arts and sciences to totally understand and 
meet patients' nursing needs. Eighteen students feel they would like 
to gain high r status than they can obtain with their present educa-
tion. Fifteen st.ated they would lik to go into administration or 
teaching therefore it would be nee ssary to continue their education 
after graduation. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUi'JMARY ~ CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
§Uffil!W:Y 
The purp~se of this study was to determine som o! the facto 13 
that influence high school graduates in their selection of a diploma 
school of nursing. At the same time the writer tried to determine 
the influence of registered nurses, family doctors, high school guid~ 
ance counselors and literature in guidi ng individuals into diploma 
schools of nursing. 
'the subjects selected for this study were students currently 
enrolled ill three diploma programs in a large metropolitan area in 
which many large medical centers are located . 
The tool used to collect the information was a questionnaire 
developed by the writer. The qu stionnaire was chosen as the method 
for collecting data because. by utilizing this tool, a larger sample 
could be includ in the study, ensuring greater validity. Th area~ 
covered in the questionnaire were family background, sources of 
information utilized, future plans and a rating scale of factors 
that influenced individuals in selecting a diploma. school of nursing 
Conclusions 
This study resulted in the following conclusions: 
1~ Tne reasons which influence the selection of a nursing program. 
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a. Tne major reason given for selecting a diploma school was 
that the diploma school offers more experience in developing 
the technical skills necessary in giving nursing care. 
bo The second reason given by most students for selecting a 
diploma program was that they were unable to meet the 
financial burden imposed by a collegiate nursing program. 
c. The school catalogue has a great deal of influence in the 
selection of a nursing program. 
2. The indiViduals consulted for guidance in selecting a nursing 
program. 
ao The high school guidance counselors and registered nurses 
are the individuals most frequently consulted for information 
concerning nursing programs. 
bo Thirty per cent of the participants in this study consulted 
the family doctor for guidance. 
J. The programs most frequently recommended. 
ao Most doctors and nurses reconunended the diploma program 
because the nurse who graduates from a diploma program has 
better technical skiUso . 
. b. Many high school guidance counselors based their recommenda-
tions for a specific program in nursing on the student's 
academic ability" 
4o The reason moat frequently given for recommending a collegiate 
29 
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program is U1at a liberal education is of great value. 
5. Thirty-nine per cent ot the participants plan to further their 
education beyond the diploma program because they feel a liberal 
education is necessary to give comprehensive nursing care. 
Recommendation~ 
As a result of this study the writer would like to make the 
following reooi!ll!lendations for further study: 
1. To determine registered nurses' opinions of the different 
types of nursing programs . 
2? To investigate the reasons high school guidance counselori 
recommend certain types ot nursing education. 
a) 1l'> they know what nursing entails? 
b) Do they know what each program offers? 
c) What are their guide lines for recommending various 
nursing programs? 
3. Tb determine the physicians understanding of nursing . 
a) Do they understand the different programs in nursing 
education and ~1at each program hopes to acco~plish? 
b) ltlhy do physicians recommend the diploma program so 
often7 
4. To compare the catalogues of collegiate and diploma 
programs to determine bow nursing is represented by the 
different catalogues. 
I I 
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.5- To survey financial assista ce available to students in 
collegiate nursing programs~ 
a) Are the sources of financial aid widely publicized? 
b) !hat knowledge does the high school guidance counselor 
have concerning financial aid that is available for 
baccalaureate students in nursing? 
6. -To survey the colleges and universities to determine how 
they utilize communication media in recruitment for 
nursing. 
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APPENDIX A 
DIRECTIONS: Please answer the following questions by circling the 
appropriate ans er.. Please write tbe appropriate 
answer in the space provided when an explanation is 
request&do 
2~ Is your mother living? o•••··•······~·"· yes no 
). What is your !ather's occupation? 
4., What is your mother's occupation? 
5. How many brothers do you have? 
6. How many sisters do you have? 0 0 0 0 4 
0 1 2 J 4 5 6 ? 8 9 10 
0 1 2 J 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
7. .Bow many brothers and sisters are 
11 vi.ng at home? •• ., ••••••••.• G • • • .. • • • • 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
8. How m.any o£ your brothers and 
si.sters are presently enrolled in 
college? ~aeeoooo••••eooooooooe••••• 0 1 2 3 4 56 7 8 9 10 
9. How many of your brothers and 
sister- are presently enrolled 
in a teehnieal school? 0 • 9& oe .. 9 0 ~ n 0 1 2 J 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
lOo Are other family members living 
with you? ~·~··•qoo•••••••o········· yes no 
If yes, what is their relationship? 
11. For the purpose of this survey, I need 
a rough indication of your family's 
income. \•Iou.ld you please circle the 
group in Which your family falls l 
ao How sure are you of your estimate? 
$2,000 ... $4.000 
$4,000 - $6,000 
$6,000 - $8,000 
$8,000 - $10,000 
over $~0,000 
very sure 
reasonably sure 
not at all sure 
12e Are any of your close relatives nurses? •••o•o yes no 
If y s; 
a. Did you talk w1 th the regarding your 
choice of a ehool of nursing? •••• ., ••••• o yes no 
b. Please list their relationship to you and their 
education {diploma., B.S., M.Se) in the space 
provided. 
o o Which program did the . jori ty of th 
suggest? OQOOG0bOOOOOOOOQe004•0•beeooqooeoe 
13. Did you consult your family doctor in choosing 
diploma 
junior college 
collegiate 
a nursing program? oooeooo•••········••o•····· yes no 
If yes: 
diploma 
a. Which program did he recommend? ••••·••••o• junior college 
collegiate 
14. Did you consult a high school guidance counselor? o •• yes no 
If yes: 
diploma 
a .. Which program did he recolll'!llendl o • ••••••• ~.. junior college 
collegiate 
Why? 
-
15. Did you consult a registered nurse outside of 
your f ily? o•o•ecoooo&ooo••·o~•ooeo~oo•ooo•oo yes no 
If yes: diploma 
a . What is her ucation? •• ••o•oo•••••••••••• D.S. 
lvt.S. 
b . If she is employed at present what 
is her position? ••••o~ceoooosooo••·----------------------
c. Which program did she ~uggest? ••••••• ••• diploma 
j unior CQlleg 
colleg1a.t 
16. Did you read any literature on the choice of 
schools of nursing? ••••••••••••••••••••••··~ yes no 
If y s: 
What? 
17. Did. you apply to a collegiate school of nursing? .... yes no 
I! yes: 
a. W you accepted? ••••o••••••••••••••••• yes no 
b. I! you were accepted, vJhy did you not go? 
18. D6 you plan to continue your eda.eation 
after graduation? 0" 0 0. • . .. 0 0. e 0 0 0 " .. ". e 0 0" 0 •• yes 
a . If yes. Why? 
b . If no, why? 
19. Do you hope to be married soon a:f"ter graduation'l • • • yes no 
If yes: 
a. Do you plan to continue working? o , • • • • • yes no 
35 
b. Do you plan to continue your education? •• Q o." yes no 
Please rat the tollold.ng factors according to their importance in 
your choice of a diploma school of nursinge Starting with one (1) 
as the most important factor.. If some factors were not considered 
by you do not rate them ..... leave blank. 
eo o • 
• 0 p Q 
0 .1) -0 & 
The diplo.ma school is less expensive. 
The diploma school offers more experience in developing the 
t echnical skills necessar;y in giving nursing care~ 
It would take you less time to become a registered nurse& 
This school is nearer to your home~ 
You felt that college ""'Ould be too difficult for you. 
Ho.st of the people td th whom you discussed nursing suggested 
a diploma. school .. 
The li te:rature you read suggested a diploma school., 
6 
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April 4, 196J 
Dear 
I am a candidate at Boston University School of Nursing for 
a l1aster'e Degree in teaching medical surgical nursing. A research 
project is necessary to fulfill the requirements for this degree. 
T'ne purpose of my study is to determine the people and the 
factors that influence students in their selection of a program in 
nursinge 
This study will be carried out in three diploma schools of 
nursing in the greater Boston area. My tool for obtaining informa-
tion is a twenty question, written questionnaire which I will 
administer to the students o The student I would like to use for 
this · study are freshmen, because I feel their exp riences in choosinE 
nursing and a school are still vivid in their minds. 
The reslX)nses to the questionnaire will remain confidential 
and the rep:>rt 'Will be written so that agencies and individuals are 
not identified. Whon the study is completed, your agency will 
receive an abstract of the report. The complete report will be 
available at the Boston University School of Nursing library. 
I would appreciate it, if your agency fe ls it would like to 
cooperate in this study. I will be calling you the week of April 
8th to make an appointMent to discuss my study with you~ Thank you 
for your consideration. 
Very truly yours, 
Betty L. Sebastian 
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